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particular peace with France; their powers, as they appre-
hended, authorizing them only to sign a general one. Their
lordships therefore sent to England to desire new powers,1
and, in the mean time, employed themselves with great in-
dustry, between the ministers of France and those of the
several allies, to find some expedient for smoothing the way
to an agreement among them.

The Earl of Strafford went for a few days to The Hague,
to inform the States of Her Majesty's express commands to
his colleague and himself, for signing the peace as soon as
possible; and to desire they would be ready at the same
time : which the pensionary promised; and that their pleni-
potentiaries should be empowered accordingly, to the great
contentment of Mons. Buys, who was now so much altered,
either in reality, or appearance, that he complained to the
Earl of Mons. Heinsius's slowness; and charged all the
delays and mismanagements of a twelvemonth past to that
minister's account.

While the Earl of Strafford stayed at The Hague, he dis-
covered that an emissary of the Duke of Marlborough's had
been there some days before, sent by his grace to dissuade
the Dutch from signing at the same time with the ministers
of the Queen, which, in England, would at least have the
appearance of a separate peace, and oblige their British
friends, who knew how to turn so short a delay to very good
account, as well as gratify the Emperor; on whom, it was
alleged, they ought to rely much more than on Her Majesty.
One of the States likewise told the Earl, " That the same
person, employed by the Duke, was then in conference with
the magistrates of Rotterdam (which town had declared for
the continuance of the war), to assure them, if they would
hold off a little, they should see an unexpected turn in the

1 (t Lord Bolingbroke, who says he has not sagacity enough to find
the objections that the plenipotentiaries had made to their first full
powers, for their satisfaction, sends them a new commission, and re-
peats to them positive orders to sign and conclude with France. . . .
These difficulties of the plenipotentiaries made my lord treasurer, who
never failed to exert himself when he found it absolutely necessary,
think it high time to interpose his authority; . . . . and as his lord-
ship never yet appeared in vain, all further obstructions at Utrecht
were after this soon removed." ("Report from the Committee of
Secrecy," 1715, pp. 103, 104.) [N.]